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We live in a world plagued by pornography and people are looking for help. When an individual
struggles with pornography, they often turn to their church leader for that help. How does a
leader help a person overcome the shame of this issue and start seeing positive progress? How
can a leader help youth to open up about struggles with pornography? What are some lasting
proven tactics that actually make a difference? In order to help leading saints has created the
liberating saints library with more than 20 presentations featuring individuals who have a unique
perspective or expertise around this topic. Three of those most popular sessions are available to
watch now, simply text the word lead to four 747 four 7 to start watching now or visit leading
saints dot org slash liberating. My name is Kaley and I'm from mesa, Arizona, and I found the
leading saints podcast about 6 or 7 years ago, and at the time it really helped me when I was
living out of the country. And I was able to find resources that helped me serve and the
colleagues that I was serving in a foreign country. And more recently, I found help with mentally
healthy summit. And was able to find some personal applications to it and it's actually able to
lead to a diagnosis of OCD for myself. That has been life-changing for me. And has been a
huge help to see how that relates to me and my relationship with heavenly father and with those
around me and also my relationship with myself and how I can be a better disciple of Jesus
Christ. Leading saints is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping Latter day Saints be
better prepared to lead. And we do that through content creation, like this podcast, which we
hope useful subscribe to. We also have a website at leading saints dot org with thousands of
incredible articles all about leadership in the context of being a latter day saint. We host virtual



summits, live events, and also have a weekly newsletter to keep you up to date on all things
happening with leading saints. Visit leading saints dot org for more information. Welcome back
to another episode of the questioning saint's virtual summit that we're also going to share on our
podcast. We have a library full of interviews similar to this with scholars or individuals who have
a unique perspective about ministry to individuals who are or who have begun to question their
faith. You know, this is a tough topic for many people and sometimes we don't know how to
approach it. And so we tend to avoid it all together. And today I have the opportunity to connect
with professor Carey mule Steen. How are you carry? I'm good. How are you today? Very good,
very good. Well, I'm excited to have this conversation recording this December of 2021 and I
think next month, the first part of 2022, you have a new book coming out, is that right? That's
right. Desert a book is doing this kind of let's talk about series that is aimed at taking some
tough issues that people struggle with and just being honest and forthright and having open
conversations about them. So I've got one called let's talk about the book of Abraham.
Awesome. And these aren't like textbooks, heavy reads. They fit in your back pocket and
hopefully it's something more condensed that people can read and learn from very quickly,
right? Yeah, they're very small and very readable. Yeah. And as a scholar, was it difficult to do?
Yeah, no, it was really tricky to keep to their word count. And I think I went a little bit over the
word cap, but not much. It took a lot of editing and a lot of feedback from people trying to figure
out what's the most important do we have to keep in? What can we cut out and so on.
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So yeah, it was tricky, but we did it, I think. So I had a lot of help to do it. Cool. And if people
aren't familiar with you and your background, maybe just introduce yourself to the listening
audience and what brings you to write a book about the book of Abraham. Sure. So I teach
ancient scripture at BYU or Brigham young university. I have like a minor and biblical Hebrew as
an undergrad and then a master's in engineers and studies in biblical Hebrew and then my PhD
was in egyptology with a secondary emphasis of fever language and literature. So anywhere
where the Bible and the world of Egypt meet, that's a place that I'm really happy and love to be
and then of course the book they ran fits really into that well. I didn't actually intend to do
anything with the book of Abraham when I started HD program. By the time I was done, I just
kept having people that asked me questions and I thought, oh, I better learn a little something
about the controversy and the questions people have to be able to answer them. So I was just
kind of doing that a little bit of years in my program and have just had so many people so often
asking me questions that I just decided you know we need to be able to answer these questions
and if it's become probably the largest research agenda I've had ever since then. So for about
2025 years, something well, let's hear about 21 years I would guess we could say it's been a
major part of my research agenda. Yeah, that's great. So let's just jump into this conversation
and also mention that you're currently serving as a bishop. And so that will that context may
jump in here as most leaders sometimes have conversations about these specific doctrines that
sometimes individuals grapple with. And so let's just let me share my understanding as sort of
the lay ladder day saint. Now this book you've written is definitely more the type of book I would
pick up regarding the book of Abraham, rather than some study or research paper about the
book of Abraham. So let me just unpack what I see relates to the book of Abraham and you can
maybe add to as far as what people generally understand. So the book Abraham is a translation



that Joseph Smith did all related to mummy, I believe that the Smith family or the church bought.
And from that we get the book of Abraham and there are some what are those pictures called
again? Well, we call them egyptologists call of vignettes, but we have in the scriptures facsimiles
of within yet. So many of the drawing that was on the papyrus. Yeah. So we have these
facsimiles and often the criticism is if egyptologists look at these facsimiles, they don't really see
it connecting to the book of Abraham. And then it creates these doubts of well, was Joseph
Smith just making this up, or was this or was the papyri just something that inspired Joseph
Smith to write the book of Abraham? The Abraham did write, but is it just a source or whatnot?
And so for me, I think of members, you know, I'm not the type that maybe this is really a deep
problem for me. I just sort of say, you know, I have a deep conviction of Joseph Smith was a
prophet. I'm not sure I'm not sure just how all that worked, but I sure gain a lot of understanding
and doctrine from reading the book favor him and so I'm good. So how else would you add to
that perspective or correct me if I'm wrong as far as how a general Latter day Saints sees the
book the hit ram, and then where does the concerns come from there? So some great
questions. And maybe we can just say that as we do this, I'm hoping we not only can talk
specifically about the book of Abraham but about some principles that will help with all sorts of
concerns that people might come to bishops or other leaders with. These are our general
principles that can apply to all sorts of things besides this situation. But I think you've got that
basically right. So it ends up with some papaya. I end up having to buy the mummies because
he wants to papaya. And the person who's selling them is going to sell them as a package or
not at all. But it's the papaya that are of particular interest. And he translates, we think from the
papaya that's one of the technical questions we can get into if we want. But he translates by the
gift of power of God. That's the clear part. We don't know the method of translation any more
than we know well, actually less than we know what the book of Mormon. So with the book of
Mormon, we know he's using a yarm and thumbnail and another serous stone that he uses. He
may or may not be using that with the book of Abraham. They're kind of two phases of working
on the book of Abraham one when he first gets the papaya Ryan 1835 and another when he
publishes it in 1842. We have some people say they say the German but by that time that's
what they're calling this Sears down.
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So he's using that sir stone in 1842. We don't have anyone that we can know for sure is talking
about that in 1835, so we don't know if he uses it when he's doing that initial. And I think
probably the bulk of the translation, so we don't know anything about how the translation
happens other than by the gift and power of God. There are some people who think that maybe
the writings weren't on the papyri at all. That the papyri just served as a catalyst. We often call
this the catalyst theory. That the fire I served, just as a catalyst to open his mind to receiving
inspiration similar to the jib Smith translation of the Bible where he opens the first couple
chapters to the book of genesis. And that just serves as a catalyst to him receiving inspiration
that we now have as the book of Moses. So it's just opens him the inspiration he receives it.
There's some pretty good, I guess you could say data or indicators that it is actually on the
papyrus. And that's where some of the controversy comes from that we can talk about in a
second. But there's some he certainly talks about it being on the papyrus. And he acts as if it's
on the papyrus. And he says he's translating from the papyrus. So it is either on the papyrus or



he assumes it's on the papyrus because when he looks at it, he gets this inspiration from
heaven. So those are really our two major theories. So is there any evidence that shows like if
we were to get in the time machine, go back and ask Joseph Smith? Did you believe this is a
little transition from the papyrus? What he thinks that was the case. I think so. A couple of times
and things he writes are in sermons or in things people report that he said. And there is a
difference between those. We've got firsthand accounts, and then secondhand accounts. But
there are a number of places where it talks about. I'm getting this from the papyrus in my office
or at my home. So yeah, I think you would tell us he was translating from the papyri. Yeah. So
you mentioned the catalyst theory. Are there distinctive theories around the book of Abraham
that would be worth sort of just highlighting as we yeah, there are two main ones. So a lot of it
comes down to this papyrus business, right? So unlike the gold plates where we know those are
gone, and we can't check them to see what's on them. We do have a couple of fragments that
remain from the papaya that Joseph Smith owned. We thought that they all had been burned in
the great Chicago fire. So herein lies a kind of a fun little tale, all right? So we just need story
time for a minute. Joseph Smith, when he acquires the papyri, we know he has a larger role and
a smaller role. It still must be fairly large because it's got a copy of the book of breathings, which
is fairly decent size text. And it's at least part of that in the book of breathing. So we've got he's
got two roles of papyri, and then some fragments. We don't know how many. And then at some
point, he seems to cut off some fragments from one of the roles. It seems like we can't tell that
for sure, but it seems like you've cut some fragments off and glues them to paper, mounts them
under glass, presumably to protect them. So he has his entire life. Well, that's where he gets a
real life. Then his mother inherits them in a way. And she supports herself by showing them to
people and they pay her 25 cents to see them. She was doing that while Joseph was alive. And
when she dies, then we get Emma Smith. Who Lucy Mack Smith had been living with there
towards the end? Emma Smith inherits him. And she sells them in about two weeks. And they're
still to a man named Abel combs, enable combs, eventually sells the large roles of the virus. So
the two scrolls, he sells those to the St. Louis museum and they show them for quite a while.
We can document all of this. And then they sell them to a museum in Chicago. And they have
them there and they're showing them. And then the great Chicago fire comes along in that
museum burns. And they burned. They're part of we can document what's in the catalog of what
they had before and what survived after. And they're not in the list of what survived papaya are
very flammable. I mean, they're basically like paper, right? So there's flame around no burn. And
so for a long time, we thought that all of Joseph Smith papaya had burned. But it turns out he'd
given these mounted fragments to Abel combs had given his mounted fragments to his
housekeeper, a woman named Charlotte weaver, and she gave them to her daughter and
eventually her son in law and his son sold them to the Met. The Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York. So there were they had ten fragments and they eventually gave these when they,
well, they recognized what they were right away, but it's about 20 years for them to feel like they
had a contact.
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With the church and they then donated them to the church when they did the church said, oh,
hey, we've got this other thing. We didn't know what it is. Now we can tell it's another fragment.
So we have 11 fragments. And that's where the rub comes in because the original effects only



one. So this vignette of this drawing that facsimile one is effectively of, it's on that papyrus. One
of the fragments fragment one. So we give them all numbers. These different fragments.
Fragment one has that original, and it has some text around it. And so everyone makes the
assumption that ah, Joseph Smith must be translating from the text adjacent to the papyrus.
Adjacent to, sorry, the text on the papyrus, adjacent to that drawing or that vignette or the
facsimile. And when we translate that today, we couldn't enjoy the Swiss day, but today we can
translate that. And it's a fairly common funerary text called the book of breathings. So that's one
of the places that people stumble is because they have either made the assumption or they've
heard someone make the assumption and they just believe them that Joseph Smith translated
from that text. Adjacent to the drawing. And then when we say, well, it doesn't say anything
about Abraham, and they say, oh, she has a smith must have been making it up. And they don't
ever stop to realize that this is all based on an assumption. And when we test the assumption
and there are some different ways of testing the assumption, it turns out not to be a good
assumption. We have went to talk about him translating from the large role, not from these
fragments. And that's after the fragments have been mounted and so on. So you have several
different ways of testing it. And some of them we don't want to get too technical, but some of
them suggest it's not necessarily a good theory or assumption to say that he's translating that
text next to the drawing. But when we look at what the eyewitnesses said, it's not a 100%
ironclad. If you want to kind of say, well, maybe they meant this. Maybe they meant that if we
twist it this way, then maybe they mean this, but if you just take what they said at face value and
there are several of them that agree on the same thing. And so you really have to have as a
historian, you'd have to have some good reason to not take it at face value. And we don't. So
historically, we can say that it's most it's almost certain that these eyewitnesses are saying that
Joseph Smith is translating from elsewhere on the papyri. So that means that everyone who's
had their testimony kind of shaken over this whole text next to the drawing, it's shaken on a bad
assumption. And that's where much of the problem comes is from that issue. Gotcha. And so
that's sort of more of this if you go directly with a direct translation theory, that's where people
may get tripped up a little bit. Yeah, so that leads to what we call the missing papyrus theory. So
the missing papyrus theory is that Joseph translated from actually on the papyri, but from stuff
that's missing today that was burned in the fire. And as I said, the eyewitnesses talk about him
translating from that larger role and we know the larger role burned in that fire. So that missing
papyrus theory has some really good evidence behind it. The catalyst area is the other most
common theory among believers among non believers, the theory is Joseph Smith just made it
up. But among believers, the catalyst theory, I mean, there's some decent evidence because
there are a couple times when Joseph talks about working with the book of Abraham where he
uses language that sounds somewhat revelatory, like he says, the principles unfolded to us.
That sounds somewhat revelatory, but really we don't have enough data to tell. Yeah. Yeah. So
walk us through like let's shift into for a minute or step out into a leadership context for talking
with bishop Nielsen here. If someone comes in with this concern, obviously, they probably know
who you are. And I'm so glad I have this video. But let's say you don't have the background that
you have. And someone walks in, like, from your professional background, what advice would
you give to a leader trying to help someone who has some deep concerns about the book of
neighboring? Great question. And I think I actually have a chapter on this in the book. But I think
one of the things we have to help people understand is, what do they know? And what do they



not know? And how do they know it? So academically, we'd call this epistemology. How do you
know or how do you learn things? And so I have a friend who's 19th century historian who is
also serving as a bishop who had some people that had this question and he told me I thought
this was so wise. He said, the first thing he had them do was write down the things that they
actually know about this. And they wrote down a bunch of stuff and he went through it and he
said, no, no, we don't know that.
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We don't know that. We don't know that. Those are all things that we're kind of guessing at from
these facts and from this information. But what do we actually know? And in the end, there's not
that much. We know we had papyri as a translating from it or not and so on. And then we can
ask ourselves, what are the different ways of learning? And if you go through different ways of
learning, we talk about learning from authority. So from an expert on the subject and or we could
call it the academic method. In a epistemological terms, there's what we call the intuitive
method. And inspiration and revelation would fit in there. And there are some things we can
know about the book of Abraham from both methods. But and this is one of the things that as I
wrote this book, I came back to again and again, each issue, it turns out we really just don't
have enough data. As academically speaking, we don't have enough data to make solid
conclusions. And so we're left to say that the academic method isn't properly fitted or suited to
help us reach a conclusion on this matter. It just doesn't have the ability. It's not that it's not
worth pursuing. It's not that it's not worth looking into. It's just that it doesn't have that capability.
Whereas the revelatory method, which I think is absolutely a valid method of learning and we've
got to come back to that in just a second. But the revelatory method does have the capability of
giving us an answer on this question. Now let's come back to that validity of the regulatory
method. And I think this is often whether it's the book of Abraham or polygamy or other historical
matters or even today women in the priesthood same sex marriage, whatever the concerns are,
a lot of it comes down to the validity of the revelatory method. And the world wants to just poo
poo that. It wants to say that is not a valid method of learning. And they want to dismiss it and
belittle it. And they have to stand in a great and spacious building and point a mocking finger at
it. And I think we can't yield on that issue. We can't say, well, let's only rely on what we can
figure out through the academic method. The academic method is actually a less trustworthy
and less reliable method of learning. It's academics. We know that much of what we think we
know today we're going to find out is wrong tomorrow. I asked the right to refute myself, you
know, every good academic will have to at some point do that say, okay, what we thought before
we now know is wrong. That doesn't happen with revelation. And so we can't let Paul says that
the things of God are only understood by the spirit of God. And that those of the world will not
be able to understand the God. So we need to understand that if someone has not had a
laboratory experience, then of course they are going to dismiss inspiration or revelation. But if
you have had inspiration or revelation, then you know it's real. And so what happens often, I
think, is that when we get those mocking fingers pointed at us, when we get people telling us
that what you learn through inspiration about Joseph Smith isn't true. We tend to get
embarrassed or ashamed. And we forget what we learned through the revelatory method. And
we start to rely on the world, and then we make a huge mistake. And if I could say to anyone
struggling with any issue in the church, this is what to me is maybe the greatest key. We start



with stop doing those things that will allow us to learn from the revelatory method and we
prioritize the academic method. Now I would suggest you need to pursue both. Pursue both with
all the abilities you have. And recognize what one can do on what the other can do and what
each one can't do. They're both important. They're both necessary. We should pursue both, but
know what each one will do. But don't stop doing those things that would allow you to learn toy
method. So so often people start reading everything they can online and whatever articles are
listening to this person or that person and they stop doing the things that invite the spirit into
their life. What we need to do is exactly what you said at the beginning. Keep reading the text of
the book of Abraham. Keep reading that text, and that allows you to have experience with the
revelations where it's not going to come. If you're not allowing it to come, just as an example,
this last summer, both at young and the young men's adventure.
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I just sat down with my youth and we talked about the power of revelation and then the need to
remember. That's a real key. In fact, the performance teaches that all the time, you have to
remember what you've learned through revelation because we're not going to fill the spirit every
moment of every day. So we have to and I made each one of them look me in the eye and
commit to me that whatever happened in their life. Whatever things they were struggling with,
whether it was sin, whether it was things they've heard about the church or they don't agree with
the profit on some political position or social issue or whatever it is. Whatever happens in their
life, when they start to look for answers, they can look anywhere they want and they should look
all over the place. But they can't stop looking in the scriptures and I made them promise me that
they would keep reading in the book of Mormon while they were looking for anywhere else for
any kind of answer that they always had to spend equal time reading in the book of Mormon.
And I believe if we'll do that and for the book of Abram questions, read the book of Abraham as
well. I believe if we'll do that, we'll have that revelatory method come and answer our questions
sooner or later. That's going to be the key. So there are lots of other little things we could go
through. But I think that's the biggest issue. Yeah, I really like that. This concept of the revelatory
method because oftentimes an individual has maybe spent some time in the context of the
scientific method and looking at the book of Mormon through that scientific method lens and
maybe things aren't lining up or there's some direct translations that aren't lining up and maybe
they're living in that direct translation theory world. And then they walked into the bishop's office
in the context of the scientific method. And I think a good place to start saying, you do
understand in this office, we're generally speaking from a revelatory method where we seek
inspiration and revelation from a divine source to hopefully answer some of our questions. Is
that a good way to sum it up? I think so. And I don't think we want to discourage them from
using seeking learning from the best books. We're counseled to do that. So if we say, okay, that
is totally worthless and only do this. Then we're going to lose a number of people. But if we can
say do that, but let's look at what the limitations are. How much data is there that we can look at
in terms of the book moment. There's data that supports it as an authentic ancient document.
And there's some questions that we don't quite know the answers to. Same thing with the book
of Abraham. I could go and I have a chapter or two on this in the book, but I could go through all
sorts of things where there's good data to show that it's authentically an ancient document. But
there are also things that we can't quite answer. So we need to recognize that yes, we pursue



that this academic method, but it has its limitations. So let's also pursue this other method. And
as you see, in the bishop's office, that's what we're going to prioritize. But I think anytime we're
dealing with the scriptures or the church in general, that's what we have to prioritize because it's
the only method that is fully equipped to answer our questions. Whereas the other methods are
only partially equipped. Yeah. So obviously, I'm a big fan of the revelatory method. And it's
blessed my life in so many ways. But it can also get really messy, right? Stepping away from the
book, Abraham to maybe a more, I don't know if controversial is the right, the right word, but the
topic of polygamy, where there's sort of this moral or immoral component about it. Why would a
God ask that this of women of men, and it just does sit right? So through the regulatory method,
I've heard many people sort of dismiss doctrine covers one 32 or just say like, well, that was a
mistake. And that's just not right. And the spirit, I've been, you know, the spirit has told me so.
Like, and that's where it gets messy, where it's like, well, I guess you went through the
revelatory method. And what do we do about that? You're right. And for other things as well. I
hear people say the same thing about same sex marriage. You're like, no, no, you're telling me I
just need to be compassionate and they equate so they believe the world's in that equates with
changing law of God or whatever. I think you're right that it can get a little bit messy. So we need
to kind of get back to basics on that as well. And that's the idea of has the revelatory method
told you that the book of Mormon is true or that Joseph Smith is a prophet. Or that Russell M
Nelson is a prophet. And if you've had those experiences at some point and I really encourage
people when you have these revelatory experiences, write them down because someday you're
not going to be feeling it, but you can go back and read it and remember, I did have this
experience. And usually that will bring the experience back. But even if it doesn't, so here's
another important issue. Sometimes you're just not feeling the spirit and you haven't been for a
while.
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And in particular, that's true for someone who is struggling with emotional or emotional or mental
health issues. They've often just try and deal with what's going on kind of become numb to
certain feelings and so on. And it's very difficult to fill the spirit. And so they in particular will
need to rely, but anyone who's really struggling to fill the spirit at any given time will need to rely
on times where they have felt the spirit in the past. So that's like a little bit like me. I have been
shocked by touching a live electrical wire. I don't need to touch it again. I can remember my
experience and that's good enough for me. I'm not going to go get shocked again, right? So
hopefully that can work for us with the revelatory method as well. I may not be feeling this fear
right now, but I did have that experience and I'm going to operate based on that knowledge that
I gained at that point. And so if we get back to those basics, Joseph Smith is a prophet or the
book of warman is true, which really means Joe smith's profit or Russell and Nelson is a
prophet, which really makes you Smith wasn't if Joseph was in Russell and Nelson is right. So
these are all kind of interconnected. If you know those basics, then these other things, you can
just know they're going to work out. You may not know exactly how to square it with what you
felt at this time or that time. You may not know exactly how to act on this particular thing of that
thing, but you can stay comfortably and safely in the ship Zion, right? And the church because
you know those basic things that you've learned through the revelatory method. And that's true
for the book of Abraham as well. I may not understand why Joe smith says this about the Texan



ladies and someone else is this and we can talk about that issue if you want. But I may not
understand those things. But I do know Joseph Smith is a prophet. So that will work itself out at
some point. Yeah. Yeah, and I love this concept just sort of going back to those core beliefs.
Those core experiences that help spark the testimony in the first place. And I think that I
remember several instances just being that bishop, I'm looking across the desk and in my mind
I'm thinking you're completely wrong. You are going in the direction that is not helpful for you.
But at the same time, I wouldn't have been helpful for me to say, you're doing it wrong. You're
thinking about it wrong. So just don't just listen to me. Like I'm the bishop. So just listen to me,
right? But and I think it's helpful for individuals leaders to realize, God often takes individuals
sort of on these journeys of a wrestle with faith and with concepts. And that's okay. It doesn't
have to be solved in that appointment. And to just what they need most is maybe just that
understanding that this bishop will sit with me. This leader will be with me in this wrestle and
there's no judgment. There's no critique or anything but it's like, yeah, these are really hard. I'm
going to validate that what you're experiencing is really hard, but let's just keep meeting and see
what we can learn together. I so, so, so it's both from having from a bishop's respect, but also
from someone who has for early decades that people come and sit in their office with questions
about the book of Abram and about other stuff. I think your reaction to them in the first 30
seconds either can give you the opportunity to help them or destroy that opportunity. And that
reaction has to be it's okay that you're asking these questions. We have a long history as a
church, starting with Joseph Smith in asking questions in struggling with what people and
wanted to know the answer. That's what we're based on. So it's not a problem that someone
has questions or that they're struggling with questions. The real question then is, well, how are
you going about finding it? Are you doing it like Joe Smith, who asked everyone he could study
descriptions like good and also ask God. Or are you just seeking the world's opinions rather
than also seeking God's opinions? But we have to help them feel like it's okay to ask questions.
And like you said, I'm here with you. I'll go on this journey with you. I think that's why it was so
brilliant what my friend did, where he said, you write down the things that you know. So it wasn't
him telling them. Here's what you're doing to he forced them to go through this process a little bit
on their own. And told them it's okay. I want to help you go through the process. I'm here to
guide you and help you rather than tell you what you should think. Then you should do. I think
that's really key. Yeah. And I wanted to go back to that tactic of inviting the individual. Once like
you said, in the first part, just making them feel safe. Like this is a place I'm willing to talk about
this. And then that approach of inviting them to say, what do you know? Or what conclusions
have you made? Let's write them down and just see what we can learn here. What would the
typical just from the different arguments you've heard online or with the struggle, the faith
struggles that people have in relation to book of aram? What typically are people going to write
down on that list of what they think they know or what they've concluded? So there are two
things that are the most common thing.
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They're both incorrect, but they're what will be written down. One is we know that what Joseph
Smith translated from doesn't say anything about the book of Abraham and we've already gone
through that. That's not what he's translating from. But people think they know that. And the
other is we know that what Joe Smith said about the facsimiles doesn't square with what the



ancient Egyptians would have believed and so he's not a prophet. And that's also based on a lot
of suppositions. One, we don't know Smith is telling us what the average ancient Egyptian would
have believed. He may have been telling us what Abraham's descendants, a group of Jews who
and we know they took different Egyptian elements, different Egyptian drawings and stories and
gave them a different Jewish interpretation. So he may have been telling us that. We know there
was a group of priests from the time that these papyri were created that were taking Jewish
stories and reworking them into Egyptian stories. So maybe Joe Smith is telling us how that
group would have interpreted them. Maybe it's just telling us what we should get out of them.
Regardless of what anyone in the ancient world would have gotten out of them. And then even
the assumption that we know what the ancient Egyptians would have thought about them is
problematic. There aren't any ancient Egyptians around to ask, there are only egyptologists and
so just as an example, the kind of drawing that facsimile two as we call it a hypocephalus. There
have been disagreements about from egyptologists as to what this figure means and what this
figure means and so on. For a number of years, it's kind of fine in a two different camps. So kind
of two main streams of thought. And then my friend and colleague at BYU, John guy who's one
of the world's leading experts on these kind of drawings. He finally found one where the
Egyptians themselves labeled a number of these characters. And in the majority of the cases,
the egyptologists were wrong. He's an egyptologist and I need to just say we were wrong. We
were incorrect as to what they were supposed to be. So it's also a faulty assumption to say that
we even know what the ancient Egyptians would have thought. So we have all these
assumptions that people write down, I know this and therefore this, when really they don't know
that. And that's part of what we have to help them see. Same thing. With me, you could say,
well, what do you know? And people were I don't think they know about what God would or
wouldn't say and what is right or wrong and so on. We just have to kind of say, okay, let's ask
real questions. How do we know these things? And that hopefully leads us into this discussion
about how can we learn and how can we know? Yeah. So I have a random question that maybe
is a bit naive or I should have learned it maybe in seminary. But if the translation theory is, is
maybe more accurate. What connection would the profit Abraham have to Egypt that his
writings or were not what actually end up with a mummy? Great question and we've been
working on this a bunch lately. In fact, it's kind of fun to do this interview all today. I've been kind
of revising an article for an egyptological journal having to do with this group of priests that I was
talking about and how they're interactions with that drawing that's facsimile one, just from
egyptological perspective, but it really matches this. Yesterday I was working on exactly your
question, revising an article about this Jewish connection. So there are a number of times where
the writings of Abraham could have come to Egypt. Abraham was in Egypt. Did he write, then
and leave his writings in Egypt and somehow they got passed down by Egyptians, possibly. I
think that's less likely, but possibly. We know his descendants come in, write his great grandson
Joseph. It comes to Egypt. And then everyone comes to Egypt. So do they stay in Egypt from
that time forth possibly? There are also lots of times where groups of Israelites or Judah ice and
up until the destruction of the king of Israel, we can use those two different terms to describe
them after that destruction when it's only people from the Kingdom of Judah, usually we use the
term Jewish academically. So there are lots of times when they came down into Egypt,
especially when the Jews when Judah and Jerusalem were destroyed by the Babylonians.
There was a huge group of Jews that came into Egypt. Jeremiah came to Egypt after Dresden



was destroyed. He dies in Egypt. There are so many Jews that they build temples there are two
temples at least that were built in Egypt.
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There were synagogues. There were large groups of Jews have a friend colleague who just a
couple of weeks ago and the biggest biblical academic biblical conference called the society of
biblical literature presented new evidence where he's been translated into document that talks
about Jewish Egyptians. So we talked about hyphenated Americans. They had a legal status of
Greek Egyptians and so on and so on. And we know now that there were Jewish Egyptians
because significant population in Egypt that there would have, they gave them this kind of
Appalachian. So this is their large groups of juice. In fact, the Greek translation of the Old
Testament that we call the septuagint happened in Egypt because that's where you had a huge
group of Jews that new Greek very well. And that was done at about the same time that the
papyri that Joseph Smith owned were created. And so that's why this group of priests and
thieves who are really interested in their and probably elsewhere, but the ones we know about
and who are really interested in both Greek religion and Mesopotamian religion and Jewish
religion. And incorporating them into Egyptian religion. And so if there were some Jews that had
stories of Abraham that there were some Egyptians that were interested in them, and were
incorporating them into their religious rights. Now that seems weird to me and you because
we're monotheists, right? So we don't take other gods and religion and mix it with ours. But if
you're polytheist, then the more the merrier. You want to make every God that you hear of
happening. And so they were doing actively doing this. And it's interesting because the person
who owned the papyrus affects only one was on, was a priest in thieves at the time period
where we know there were large groups of Jews and where we know that they were using
Jewish writings and stories in Egyptian religious practice. So we would actually expect that we
know for absolute certain that they were collecting stories about Abraham. He was one of the
most common characteristics they collected stories about. And incorporating those stories about
Abraham into their own religious practices. So we should actually expect that there were
present thieves that had writings about Abraham on papyrus. So no big surprise if this particular
priest and thieves from that time period that own facsimile one had writings of Abraham as well
actually expect that to be happening. Yeah. Well, that's really helpful. I'm a left turn. I question,
but I think people ask, you know, or wonder about. Yeah. And I think, again, it works well with
what we're talking about because people assume that, oh, why would an Egyptian priest have
righties about Abraham? That doesn't mean they start to dismiss it. And again, we have to ask
what do you actually know? What's an assumption and what can the academic method tell us?
Well, that's something the academic method can tell us, right? Now it can't tell us that for sure
the writings of Abraham were on the papaya, but it can tell us that it's plausible that they were
on the papaya. And that's one of the things that we should also look at is that the academic
method can tell us something about plausibility. And then we have to turn to the revelatory
method to know about something for sure. Yeah. So in relation to some of these concerns like
the book of Abraham, polygamy, book of Mormon hysteroscopy, sometimes individuals, I'll hear
it like people say, well, I just, I love the book of Mormon. I know it's true. I know it's the word of
God, but I don't think it's an historical record, or they may dismiss stocks one 32 if they have a
huge issue with polygamy or they'll talk about maybe it wasn't exactly inspired or whatnot. And



first of all, I'm just glad if these people are still showing up and sitting next to me and the pew at
church because I'm just glad you're here. We have different beliefs. But sometimes people may
say, well, I just can't do the book of Abraham thing. It just doesn't make sense. I'm going to set it
aside and just maybe skip those first couple weeks and come follow me when the book of
Abraham is referenced. What do we miss? Or what does the, if similar to that, what would they
miss or what does the book of Abraham add to the core doctrine of the restored gospel? Great
question. So let me address both that question and something that you mentioned earlier. I think
I agree with you. The church's is large enough. My church chapel is large enough to
accommodate someone who isn't sure about the historicity of the book more than the book of
Abraham. Now, do I think that's the most viable answer from either an academic or a spiritual
perspective? No, I don't. Am I happy to be sitting in worshiping with a person who doesn't think
they're historical? Yeah, I'll worship with them, right? That's fine with me. Don't jump out of the
church because of that.
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There's room for all of us. But I think that that spiritually and really from an academic
perspective, it's more viable to say that they are stroke. Well, I believe that there's real historicity
in their ancient lay authentic documents. From both my mental process and my we can see
intellectual process in my spiritual process. So then if we get into your question about the
doctrine of the book of Abraham and this is why I would encourage people when you're
searching search through all the books you can find, whatever else, but keep reading the book
of Abraham. Because when you're reading the book of Abraham, there is true. And there is
powerful doctor and I believe that if you're sincere and that's one of the things that we should
mention here as well, we need someone who has questions to know that we're sincere and
helping them, and hopefully we can help them here. I've sat down with people who I don't think
we're sincere to begin with, but because I was here about helping them on their journey, they
actually became sincere as we were at this together. So what we need is someone who will be
open to the revelatory method. If they're not, then we've got a problem that's a completely
different kind of problem, right? But if we can get them to sincerely be open to the regulatory
method, the doctrines they encounter and the book of Abraham, the spirit will come and bear
witness of her. All right, so what are those doctrines? There are a couple that are really, really
key. One, and we learn about this right away, that the lord is intimately involved in our lives. He
saves Abram. Now, there are some people who are like Abraham standing up against idolatry
and Abraham chapter one. That aren't safe. And I will assume that they went on to a happier
better life. Abraham actually had a really difficult life. He would have been just as good for him if
he hadn't been safe. But it's not as good for us. He had to work the need to be done. But God is
intimately involved in his life. Second, the next chapter really focuses on while the beginning of
the first chapter and then most of the second chapter focuses on the Abraham covenant. We
understand some really key and elements of the Abrahamic covenant from Abraham chapter
one and two that we don't get elsewhere. And you and I and our time we visited on the podcast
talked about the importance of Dave Ramsey covenant. It is absolutely present Milton wants us
to understand this covenant that we're going to be using. Understand that covenant is really,
really key. And the primary element of the covenant is establishing a relationship with God. So
that's the second thing. The third thing is what the book of Abraham teaches us in Abraham



chapter three about our relationship with God, including this began in three mortality. We have a
clearer teaching about pre mortality in Abraham chapter three than we do anywhere else
inscription. And it's given in the context of that we are not at the same place God is providing a
place for us and circumstances for us to be tested to be able to with this help arrive in the same
place he is. And so really, in the end, all of the key elements of key stories in the book of
Abraham come back on our relationship with God. And the opportunity to increase and have a
closer relationship with God through his covenant and through his son. And because he's
intimately involved in our lives and he wants us to have that kind of relationship with him. Those
are beautiful and powerful doctrines that I believe if people really read with an open heart, they
will have the opportunity to feel of God's love and to have an experience with him. And that's
exactly what they need. Yeah. And I love that advice of reading it from the perspective that it's
valid that it's revelation that it's inspired, even if maybe someone's really struggling with the
book gave him, but incursion, hey, just for these ten minutes or whatever. Like just step into a
world where this is actual revelation and see what these principles do to your heart. And I think
that's when the change begins. And then the revelatory process will kick in, hopefully soon after
that. Yeah, if we can get them to be open, say, hey, I'm open to reading if you read all sorts of
other things that you need to be open to reading this with that open art that you just talked
about. I love the way you said that. Yeah. Awesome. Well, Gary, what are we missing here? I
don't know if we get everything on the outline that you sent, but what other principles of thoughts
do you want to make sure we hit before we wrap up? I would just say, again, the book of
Abraham can be an important case study. There's no way you and I in these few minutes had
time to talk about all the details we could talk about and all the complicated issues with
alphabet's grammar and all sorts of other stuff that we could talk about with the book of
Abraham.
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If we'd had a different topic that someone was struggling with ourselves an hour or 5 hours, we
still wouldn't talk about all the complicated things. And so that's part of what we need to
recognize is that there are hosts of complicated issues and that's life is complicated. And we're
dealing with real people, labor is real person. So he's going to have a complicated life and the
way we get his sex is going to be complicated. But let's not get waylaid by those complications.
Let's recognize them as pointing us towards our inability on our own to come to these answers
and our need to get help from these answers. Yeah, love it. Any advice you'd have in the context
of come follow me. Obviously in 2022, we're starting with we're jumping into the Old Testament.
And the book, Abraham is referenced in many of the lessons in just looking at it here in January.
The first couple pops up in February as well. So any general advice as far as approaching the
book of Abraham in the context of come follow me. Yeah, I would say this. Revel in it, love it. I
am so excited. The pearl of great prices in many ways are most overlooked book of scripture.
And it doesn't get as not gotten a lot of air time. But with come follow me and I'm so excited
about the come follow me program. I feel like I'll just say my family, my ward and my students at
BYU, I feel like our learning description is better than ever before. We're really getting into this.
And the pearl river price got great airtime last year with the Joe Smith history. And we've got
some serious study of the book of Abraham and the book of Moses right here at the beginning
of come follow me for 2022. And so I would say revel in it, be so glad that we had this restored.



And I would also think in these terms, with how we haven't gotten into the story of how
Napoleon's invasion of Egypt makes it possible for this really complex story for the papyri to end
up with Joseph Smith so that he can give us the book of Abraham. But it's just a fantastic story
and fantastic in a couple of ways. Wonderful and almost seems impossible that Joe Smith and
kirtland, Ohio could end up with, right? And it seems to me that God really, really wanted us to
have what's in the book of Abraham. He went through all sorts of effort to get us the book of
Abraham to have Joe Smith translated and so on. Clearly there are things in there he wants us
to get. And so as you approach it, wow. God wanted me to get something from this. What can
and should I get from it? What is the restoration perspective that I gained from this that I
wouldn't I understand without these books and what does it teach me about my relationship with
God? And if you'll approach it with those questions, I think you'll have just a fantastic time. Yeah.
Awesome. Awesome. Well, Gary, this has been really helpful and I'm excited to jump into Old
Testament, especially after this conversation and jump into the pearl great price. So we sort of
clump it with the Old Testament science. That's all good. I do want to overlook this book of
scripture that often gets over. But any as far as if people want to check out your book any final
plugs as far as obviously it's published by desert book, they can get any book or major church
bookstore or any anything that you'd say about the actual book that you've written about the
book and they ran. Yeah, so I think at least as of right now, for some reason Amazon hasn't
picked it up but you can get it from the desert book and I think Siegel book is going to get it on
there. So that's probably your easiest way to get it. But I would just plug that series. And of
course, I want to plug my own book, but I just plug that series as a good readable place to get
answers to questions. So far, I think we've got a one on polygamy and one on mental health
issues. And then the third one is the book of Abraham. But they are designed to be really
readable and understandable and then they have further reading so that if you want to get into
more, you can get into more and so if that's what floats your boat as it does mine, then go
ahead and jump into it, but I hope that it makes things understandable. Maybe I'll just say this
then that I'm trying to because I'm already having people saying, okay, but what if I want to get
deeper into I'm trying to put I've got a little thing I created just for this kind of thing called out of
the dust dot org so out of the dust all one word out of the dust that organ there's three rampage
in there where I'm just trying to put access to like if you want academic articles, if you want
videos, if you want other things, for those who want more trying to make more available to you,
I've actually got a page on there for understanding the Old Testament as well.
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I just feel like these are topics, book of Abram book and Moses nail testment or topics that the
saints are really, they want to understand better, but they struggle with knowing how to
understand it better and so I'm just trying to throw everything we can under these little pages to
give people resources to help them understand this better. I want them to have a great
experience reading the book of Abraham and the Old Testament, not a frustrating experience.
So hopefully they can find resources there that will make it a great experience. Awesome. And
the last question I have for you is considering all your time of research and study around the
book of Abraham, how has the book of Abraham helped you become a better follower of Jesus
Christ? You know what, it has to do a little bit with what I was talking about right there at the end
and maybe I'll just roll it into a quick personal story. I've been teaching for really about 15 years



about what we can learn from Abraham chapter three and how it's all about our relationship with
God and how we should draw closer or how God wants us to drug closer to him. For the last
several years, as I've been teaching about the Abraham of covenant, I've been teaching that the
primary element of that is our relationship with, but it took me doing an education with two series
of education week lectures where I was doing them both at the same time one on the book of
Abraham and one on the Abraham of covenant. And it just so happens that I talk Abraham
chapter three in the Abrahamic covenant in those two series on the same day and heard myself
in both of them saying that about your relationship with God to realize, oh, the whole book of
Abraham is about your relationship with God. And having realized that I've gone back and read
it again and I'm amazed. How much God wants me to have a close relationship with him and
how much he wants me to become like him so that that relationship can be closer. It really is
almost overwhelming. How much God wants that for us. And that gives me greater joy and
determination to follow. That concludes this episode of the leading saints podcast. We'd love to
hear from you about your questions or thoughts or comments. You can either leave a comment
on the post related to this episode at leading saints dot org or go to leading saint dot org slash
contact and send us your perspective or questions. If there's other episodes or topics you'd like
to hear on the leading saints podcast, go to leading saints dot org slash contact and share with
us the information there. And we would love for you to share this with any individual you think
this would apply to especially maybe individuals in your word counsel or other leaders that you
may know who would really appreciate the perspectives that we discussed. And remember, text
the word lead to four 747 four 7 in order to access the three most popular sessions of the
liberating saints library. It came as a result of the position of leadership, which was imposed
upon us by the God of heaven who brought forth a restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ. And
when the declaration was made, concerning the own only true and living church upon the face
of the earth. We were immediately put in a position of loneliness. The loneliness of leadership
from which we can not shrink nor run away. And of which we must face up with boldness and
courage and ability.


