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When someone begins to question their faith, the last thing church leaders want to do is say the
wrong thing or handle in a way that will further push them away. With so many historical
concerns or doctrinal questions, what does a leader supposed to do? I'm happy to report that
leading saints is here to help with the questioning saints library. This is a full library of 20 plus
presentations related to how to minister to an individual who is questioning their faith. We cover
topics like how to answer tough questions, maintaining a relationships when someone leaves
the church, and how to embrace doctrinal ambiguity. If you want to review all the sessions from
the questioning saints library, no cost for 14 days, simply go to leading saints dot org slash 14.
That's leading saints dot org slash one four. While you're at it, we'll give you access to all of our
virtual libraries that cover several leadership related topics. So click the link in the show notes or
simply visit leading saints dot org slash 14. So my name is Kurt Francom and I am the founder
and executive director of leading saints and obviously the host of the leading saints podcast.
Now, I started leading saints back in 2010. It was just a hobby blog and it grew from there by the
time 2014 came around. We started the podcast and that's really when it got traction and took
off 2016, we became a 501c3 nonprofit organization and we've been growing ever since. Now I
get the opportunity of interviewing and talking with remarkable people all over the world. Now
this is a segment we do on the leading saints podcast called how I lead. And we reach out to
everyday leaders, they're not experts, gurus, authors, PhDs, they're just everyday leaders
who've been asked to serve in a specific leadership calling and we simply ask them, how is it
that you lead? And they go through some remarkable principles that should be in a book that
should be behind a PhD. They're usually that good. And we just talk about sharing what the



other guy's doing. And I remember being a leader just simply wanting to know, okay, I know
what I'm trying to do, but what's the other guy doing? What's working for him? And so that's why
every Wednesday or so we publish these how I lead segments to share. My name is Rick
Bennett and welcome to the leading saints podcast. Okay, this is a little bit inside joke because
you do that. Every time on your podcast, which is the gospel tangents podcast, right? Because
it's good. It's always my sound checked. That's what I. If it works out well, then makes it. I love
it. So a lot of people may be familiar with it. I think you have a good size of audience and some
may not be. Nothing like leading. You're like ten times bigger than me. Now hang with us folks.
The first ten minutes or so of this episode, we're going to geek out about stuff that Rick talks
about on his church history podcast, which I love, I listened to pretty much every episode and I
encourage you to check it out. And maybe there's some that I just want to encourage you to
check it out. I don't know, it's interesting. But today we're not so that's the first ten minutes or so,
but then we talk about your time as a family history consultant. How you lead as a family history
consultant, right? Right, right. As big of a church history geek, I am, I'm also a family history
geek. I love family history. And then hopefully I can be infectious and infecting you, Kurt. That's
right. To do more family history. That's right. And we talked about everything from why the
computer guy in your word is so important. And ways to actually connect with your in laws,
helping people tell their story and on and on. So this is, if you're really struggling with family
history and reward, this is a great episode. Listen to so. Yeah, and personal history, I think, is an
underrated and easily done being in family history. All right. So here we go. My interview with
Rick Bennett, the host of the gospel tangents podcast. Let's see his form in history, science, and
theology is your tagline. The best source for me. The best source for more industry science and
theology. So here we go. People will note, like there's just like this, this community of podcasters
behind the scenes, and we all got each other's back, right? Latter day saint podcasters. Do we
all have each other's back? Well, but I guess there's that one guy and that other guy that we
don't talk about.

00:05:06 - 00:10:00

I don't know. I like to think we do. Especially those that are striving to put out really faith
promoting content. Would you say gospel tangents as faith promoting? I'm a very uncorrelated,
so I'm faith agnostic, I think. Yeah. And that's an interesting take because you interview all sorts
of people that have some type of tie to church history. Like the general authority. Yeah, yeah. I
mean, the funniest thing is like, so I interviewed elder snow four years ago. Right after he was
released, right? It was before he was released. Oh, look at that. Yeah. All right. And I don't think
I've interviewed an active general authority. I got really lucky. But I told my wife that I was
interviewing a 70 and her response was for whose church. And I'm like, ours. Because you have
interviewed several 70s in the community of Christ and I don't know what else temple lot or the
Christ church, that's another one that they're a fundamentalist or polygamist. Is that the same as
temple Christchurch? No, church of Christ, Churchill. Yeah, that's different. They hate polygamy.
This is why I love your podcast right. Like seriously, I listen to people that need a good podcast



recommendation. I listen to probably every single episode. Every once in a while, you have an
episode that I am, I'll be honest. I'm a little bored, and I'm like, this just isn't my thing, and I move
on. But most of them are really fascinating history. And from a perspective that I wouldn't, you
wouldn't typically hear. Right? Yes. But that's my goal. And like you said, you'll get people on
there who maybe you've left the church who are quite angry, but have a perspective of church
history. Well, and you know what's amazing to me is like I've talked to both Margaret and Paul
toscano, they have a stronger testimony of the gospel than many members, like they're still I still
think of them as I don't know who they forget who they were. So Paul tuscano was a member of
the September 6th. He was actually communicated one of the 6 best communicators in 1993.
His wife, they were going after her. It was almost the September 7. But they waited until 2000 to
get rid of her. But especially Margaret, she's had she's been emotional talking about her
testimony her continued testing. Yeah. Now there's some things she doesn't believe in, but she's
like and they have not returned to the church. I think only one of the September 6th. Have come
back. Maxine Hanks is one. The other one was Abraham Gilead. He was on the out for like the
minimum time. Maybe a year. He went right back in. Gotcha. Nice. And now on the podcast, I
mean, trying to be a straight shooter interview, you ask the tough questions, the easy questions
and everything in between. And try to be like Walter Cronkite for religion. So but I think generally
you communicate the year and active latter day saint. Well, you know in the Brigham Mike
church, right? Because that'll come up, but a lot of times I'll get some new listeners and they'll
be like, well, you must be community of Christ. You're not Mormon. But you're not LDS. And
see, I still, I'm on correlated. I still use Mormon. I think it's okay. I'm a marmon. It's fine. It's one
of my favorite questions to ask. I guess, especially from other either Brigham or Joseph fight
type churches, are you a Mormon? And sometimes they say yes, sometimes they say yes
proudly, and sometimes they're like, no, no. We believe in the book of Mormon, but don't call me
tomorrow. And a lot of the interviews, you don't necessarily give your take on it. You just give the
interview. Yeah, I do not. I try hard not to give up. And why is that? Because I'm trying to be
neutral. Okay. I'm trying to be like a news reporter. Literally like Walter Cronkite, the most trusted
man in America. Let's try some men in our restoration. I hope to be. But you know, and it helps
because I get people that will like Matthew gill. He's a prophet in the UK. I've spoken to
prophets. And he's translated the book of Jared neck. And for those who are unfamiliar with
Matthew gill, it's a very small group in the UK. Basically, he says the angel Raphael came to
him. And by the way, Raphael has been busy. It sounds like it. And gave him some plates and
he translated them, and it turns out it was the history of the people who built Stonehenge. Like
who knew? Wow.

00:10:01 - 00:15:02

And they're like relatives. And he has this scripture. It's called the book of Jared. Actually, he's
got a sequel. Second nephi, the sequel of the first invite. The chronicles of Aaron, I don't
remember. I have to go back motion, but with my approach to the podcast, obviously leading
saints were focused on leadership and don't worry folks. We will get to some relief related



topics. But I also want to be very clear that I want to create a faith promoting very, at least I don't
necessarily want. I don't want to shy away from anything, but I want to be clear that I am
touching the orthodox rod, whatever that is, right? But you're not necessarily aiming for that. I'm
very unorthodox. I go all over the place. I just had an apostle for the JCR B, which is a break of
the joint conference of restoration branches. A break off from the, I'm going to say our LDS
Church, they didn't like women's ordination back in 1984 when the at the time RL DS church
now community of Christ, the change their name in 2000. And so they're very old style RLS.
Like they're very strong believers in the book of Mormon, especially book of Mormon historicity,
they hate female ordination, very what we consider old style Arial DS, like they're like, that's the
way it should be. So they don't have a profit and it's more of a loose affiliation, like each branch
or ward is like self sustaining, and then they've just kind of a confederacy, they've kind of
grouped together, so anyway, and I've talked to apostles from polygamous groups, like David
Patrick. He's the quorum of the 12 apostles president. And I'm hoping to interview the matron
temple matron here. Soon. They've got a temple of pyramid temple. And it's in Nevada and
they've got one of new tattoo, but you tell one that got vandalized a little bit. So they're tender.
And you cover all things history related to the restoration. And now you did squeeze in an
interview with me a few years ago. And we had some pretty we had a great debate. It was the
conversation. It was very good. The link to that for sure. And then, and with that, I don't think
people, I think what would you say, the average latter day saint knows that with Joseph Smith
the third, that there are some different thoughts and break offs and whatnot. But there are
hundreds of, I mean, Steve expressions. Expressions. Steve shields are different. Steve shields
and ears. That's right. He's a 70 in the community of Christ. He's retired, actually. They actually
retire them. And apostles. And in fact, breaking news. This is what I love gospel tangents. Is
Rick is full of tangents. Anyways, go ahead. 2023, the prophet Steve is going to step down and
they're probably going to pick a new prophet. And I've been invited to general conference. Oh,
really? In the independence? They call it world conference. Yeah, it independence. And it's like
extreme of what I understand. It's extremely different. They don't sit around and listen to the
profit and the apostles speak. They're like, it's like Congress. I have a friend in Idaho, Evan
Charlie, give you a shout out. He has a conference resolution that they want to put these
scriptures online. Because they've never done that. And it's like, I'm like, why would that not
pass? But I guess there's some people that still like print and I pretty sure that I was going to
pass a 70 of the community of grace gave us a tour through the kirtland temple when I was
there. And he said that yeah, it's almost like parliament, right? You get some lively debate about
doctrine and that's really, and it's like a week long. Yeah. 8 or 9 days, I think. And so when we
hear about instances where women were ordained, it wasn't like the prophet stood and said, let
it be said that everybody raised their hand. Yeah, exactly. Like it was probably a long debate
that got him there. Yeah, and you know, I, 'cause I remember talking with Bill Russell, I think it
was Bill Russell. He's a community of crisis. Not a basketball player. Not a basketball player, but
he's met the basketball player. And he said he wishes they had actually released final numbers
on that because it was extremely contentious. So contentious that probably a third of the LDS
Church at the time left and formed the jc R B. And so yeah, it was really, really contentious. And
when it comes to the law of common consent, I mean, that's something we believe in. You know,
I think it's doctor governance 21, I believe. Anyways, we're sort of on one end of the scale where
we're just like, whatever, like racing, there we go. And they're on the other end. Not today.



00:15:02 - 00:20:00

I will debate this, we'll go to ten. Yeah. Especially that 84 revelation because the profit was
against it, believe it or not. His name was Wallace Smith. He was a. Probably like only a great
grandson of Joseph. Really? The third, I think. I didn't know. So our LES history here, so Joseph
Smith junior Joseph Smith the third rather started the RL DS church in 18 April 6th, 1860. And
then three of his sons were the next three leaders, Fred, Israel, and the other one. You could
say whatever name. We would believe you. I don't think it was Wallace because there's Wallace
and Wallace, W Wallace and a Wallace B so I think, yeah, Wallace B, I think, was the prophet in
1984. If I have that right, nobody can dream in high school since this, but hey, what are you
saying? They need leadership. But I think he was like the grandson of Joseph the third. Okay.
Wallace B okay. And then he was the first prophet to retire. The other weird thing was, was it
Fred or Israel? One of those two, 84 years old, they were like, you know, you probably shouldn't
drive anymore. And the rest of the story. And he was like, I'm going to drive. And it was rainy,
and he skidded off the road into oncoming traffic and he was killed. Oh my goodness. You know,
in a car wreck. This is Joseph smith's grandson. Yeah, I believe though. And so lose 84 years
old. And of course, in the Midwest, they don't know our search LDL. It's all the same to them
and they're like, oh, there's a lady almost got killed by the Mormon prophet. And so anyway,
they've got some really interesting history, at least interesting to me. Awesome. All right, we
might be killing your audience. Well, 12 ish minutes into this. And now they have a flavor of
gospel tangents. You have hundreds of hours of episodes, jump in. It's definitely not for if you're
looking for like the black and white Sunday school history that you may hear on Sunday, it's not
that. I do have BYU professors. I should say that. Elder snow. You have very saving at the time.
Scholars. But you'll venture out into these other worlds that and I would argue that none of your
content has ever really challenged my face, but faith, but I'm the type that can look at some and
be like, oh, I didn't know that. That's an interesting moving on, right? And I still have deep
conviction of every ten and early that I think the Church of Jesus Christ, the latter day saint the
one that says The Church of Jesus Christ dot org. That church. And people should know that
you're by the way, The Church of Jesus Christ. You have another church. It's the bigger tonight
shows. They still do speaking in tongues. Alice Cooper, the rockstar, was a member of that.
There's lots of churches of Jesus Christ. There really are. And so the cutler rights, there's
another church just down from the temple and independence. They call themselves The Church
of Jesus Christ, only 9 members left in the world. And it's interesting. I promise we're wrapping
the section up folks. But it's interesting to hear you interview people where some think that like,
you know, if you interview some of our church, they're like, no, no, no, they're not part of our
team. We are the church and they need to get it with a program and join us where others are
like, oh no, we're like all the same team, but we're just doing different stuff. And The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints and Salt Lake, they got the temple stuff going and we got the
polygamy stuff going over here. It was like, wait a minute. We're on the same team. And then we
hate polygamy completely. Yeah, yeah. It's so fascinating. So check it out anywhere where
would you send them to either gospel tangents dot com? That's my website or if you'd like to



see the interviews. YouTube dot com slash gospel tangents. And you do video for them. I do
video, yeah. So you can see what these people look like. Awesome. All right, Rick, so here's a
shifting to leadership stuff here. You've been bugging me for a while. Okay. I'm here to repent.
I'm here. Yes. All right. And I've been getting the emails from various people and the nudges
from my father that we need more family history what's the calling, the specific calling
coordinator, family history, consultant, okay. We need more. We need leadership talk in the
context of family history and Rick is the guy to do it. Is that family history, I can't even remember
what my title is. I'm a leader in my extraordinaire. So that's your current calling.

00:20:00 - 00:25:05

Yeah, okay. So I am active. I still go to church, even though I talk to all these crazy apostles and
prophets. I can vouch for that. And your bishop knows of your podcast maybe. He does. Oh,
good. It doesn't listen, but he knows. He should listen. Last two bishops have known about it.
And still, he's got a calling and going to the template. Aren't you a couple of worker? I am. Yeah,
nice. You enjoyed that? Yeah, I do. Every Friday. Every Friday, timpanogos, or were you? Okay.
All right, so here, let me just lay this out and you can guide me along because if there is one
point, if you were to sit my father down and force him to say one thing he's disappointed about
his son Kurt and he would probably say, I wish he enjoyed family history. Because my dad loves
family history. You put a quarter in him, you get a dollar 50 back from all things. And his name is
ricks. So we get along really well. These ricks out there, huh? I don't know. And my feeling is
like it seems like you always get the person in that calling who's very excited about family
history. As they should be. To me, I don't get overly excited about these things and maybe we'll
get into that. But and so you get the lessons and the things and by the end of it, you just feel so
guilty that you're not doing the spirit of Elijah and that you don't care about your great
grandparents and they're sitting on the other side of the veil like just disappointed that you won't
do their work. I mean all these things when in rally, I'm like, I mean, my dad has done so much.
You know, anyways. And I take those names into the temple. So where do we begin? What
would you say to a room of bishops who want to succeed with family history and their award?
Where do we start? Well, get rid of the guild trip because we've had enough of the guilt trip
lessons. I'm not trying to guilt anybody into guilting them into family history. So if you don't like
family history, the reason is because you've had too many guilt trip lessons, so don't do that.
Don't do that. I mean, but there is a commandment. Somewhat of a commitment. Don't
emphasize that. Do we talk about thou shalt not murder every Sunday? Like, really? Do we
need to do that? Don't you know, don't kill anybody. Don't kill your neighbor. So we know there's
a commandment out there, but we don't need to use it as a hammer. Exactly. Exactly. And so
one of the things, see if you can get somebody like me. So I can nerd out on family history, just
like I have been nerding out on church history. And so that really helps. Hopefully you have
somebody like me in your word. But if you don't, just look up. So one of the coolest things,
here's what got me in the family history was when I got married back in 2000, so we were
married for 22 years. It's easy to remember. Married in 2000 eastern how long have you been



married? But I didn't know my wife's family history at all. And one of the things that I wanted to
do, because my in laws are wonderful people, I love them, but I didn't feel like I was connecting
with them very well. And I was like, hey, you know, I thought, I'm just going to learn their
genealogy. And plus, I'm kind of a computer geek. So if you can't find you have a degree in
statistics, aren't you? Yeah, but first geek. Yeah, exactly. My first night was I was the computer
guy. If you were a computer was broken, I came to fix it. And so I was a network administrator.
And so I'm inclined towards computers. So if you can't find somebody who just loves family
history, find a computer guy. Oh, okay. Because all this stuff is done on the computer. And so
this is back in, well, like I told you, I got married in 2000. So we didn't even have the Internet
was around, but go to the family history library. You had personal ancestral file. Oh, okay. And
so, which was a computer program. And so I would geek out on it. And honestly, for those of
you who like family history, especially if you're an old personal ancestral file, the company that
made that sold it to the church and then they made a new one called roots magic. And so roots
magic is like personal ancestral file on steroids. Like I loved it. It's awesome. Even the free
version is incredible. Incredible. And see, this is where a guy like me says, I don't believe you,
Rick, but okay, for you. It's really exciting. But anyway, so I was trying to get to know my wife's
family history. Now, you know, my family history, so I'm kind of funny. My dad's a convert to the
church. And so when it comes to his family, the field is white already to harvest, like. Right. Just
any basic, you're going to trip over. We're going to trip over names. My mom's family, so their
German, German and English, ancestry.

00:25:07 - 00:30:15

Been in the church since, well, my mom, because I never considered my family a pioneer family.
And so you know the 1847 pioneers, my pioneers were ten years later, 1857, and so they came.
They sell Idaho, they were Germans. They were not pulling a mists. But so a lot of that side of
the family, a lot of that work has been done, but I've found tons of names. And I'm kind of a
wimp. I don't want to do German research. And so I don't. I just don't do that. That's for the
people who like to speak German and read German and I don't read German. So I stick with the
English and then on my dad's side, I'm stuck. I can't get out of Philadelphia. I have got back to
17, I think 67 found a record for an Abel Bennett. He was a fisherman that declared bankruptcy
in Philadelphia. I don't know where he came from. Bennett is a very English sounding name. I've
done some, I've done the basic DNA test. I've got a lot of Irish in me. And so I'm well, and I
found out Joseph Smith, so you got to pull in the church history too. Joseph Smith, they don't
know where he's from, but it looks like he might be Irish, not English, and you would share in
Vermont. What are you talking about? So he's got a professional genealogist Hugo perego, who
have had on my show. I've had him on this podcast. And so ugo has done a lot of DNA testing
and they think he actually wrote like a hundred Smiths and England and said, can you spit in
this tube? Oh, really? Like we're looking for Joseph Smith. And they were like, he's not from that
area of town. And so they think he might be Irish actually. And so there might be some Irish
band that I don't know about. Because I'm a lot more Irish than I anticipated. So anyway, but get



somebody who's enthusiastic who loves this kind of stuff, if you can because I think it's just, I try
to be infectious, just excited, you know, one of the coolest things because there hadn't been a
lot of work on my dad's side done. And now that we've gotten away from personal ancestral file,
and now everything's on the Internet with family search, family search is amazing. You can get a
free. Membership to ancestry dot com that is like a $100 a year in the church just pays for it.
There's find my past. What's the other one? My heritage, there's a couple other ones that those
are the three that I've signed up for free. My heritage is really good for English ancestry
research. I probably should spend more time than I do. But one of the coolest things about
genealogy is such a vast, especially when you get into it, like just do what you want to do. You
can spend all your time just doing what is easy, what you want to do. You don't have to read
German records. And so on my personal journey, this is where I came is I realized I don't get
excited about digging through census records or figuring out where this fisherman came from or
my dad sort of does that and that's great, but so during the pandemic, I knew my dad was at
home sitting with my mom and they weren't going anywhere. And so I thought, you know, I'm
gonna do what family history plays to me and that was whether it was remotely or I went over
there. We recorded like 12 hours of his living history. Yeah. And that was fun. I enjoyed it. I loved
learning about my dad's childhood and his teenage years and I heard so many stories. I'd never
heard before. And now I got him recorded. So I sort of flex my muscles. I'm doing family history.
Exactly. Exactly. And that's a really important part of family history that is underappreciated.
There are the living interviews, especially, you know, grandma and grandpa are getting my mom
died in June of this year, from COVID, and I had interviewed her a few years ago. I need to get
those up. About some of her siblings that had already passed away. And so that's nice to have.
And it's really going to be important to, you know, my kids, they don't really grandma was just
this old lady. And so that's going to be important for them to be like, holy cow. You can hear their
voice and you don't need to be a podcaster to do that. You get your phone and you get into
recording app and set it down and hit record, right? Absolutely. That's all you need is a phone.
Yeah. And I think this is a pivotal part of the family history coordinator in award consultant.
Again, whatever it is we call it. Because you get someone a lot of times what happens, you get
someone who's really excited about it, and maybe they organize a class, a meeting, or coming
down to the family history layer, and library, and then they get buried in all this information and
they're just swimming in it and they don't know where to start and it becomes overwhelming and
then they just sort of fade away.

00:30:16 - 00:35:06

Is that a fair framing of what you've done? I've been really lucky because my bishop, his wife,
majored in genealogy. And in fact, by the way, Kurt, I have to mention a shout out to you and
leading saints podcast. Okay. You were the one who inspired me, you said, hey, have award
podcast. Yes. Of course. I'm going to do that history, right? Exactly. And so we actually have
award podcast and I've already got 30 episodes, started in February. That's cool. Some people I
found are just like, I don't want to do that. It's hard to I've talked to the easy yeses. Yeah. Now a



lot of people are like, I don't really want that on the Internet. You could even record and just say,
here's the file. But a lot of them don't even want to do that. Interesting. But again, that's another
way to engage people and family history is saying, why don't we just record your history, you
know? And for me, it's been really cool. So I interviewed the bishop, of course, didn't know this
story. When he was on his mission, he was in Japan, he was riding his bike, and he was trying
to bust through a green light that was turning yellow red, you know? So he's just pedaling as
fast as he can, and all of a sudden he had this sharp pain in his back. Well, it turns out that at
that moment he got a collapsed lung. And I was like, you're kidding me. And so he had to get
and then it happened like a week later again, and so they were like, yeah, you're not standing in
Japan. You're going home to America. And so he told me that. Well, come to find that in the 30
interviews that I've done on my podcast three award members have had collapsed lungs. I was
like, I had no idea. I had another ward member that felt like a 150 feet off of a cliff and survived.
Holy cow. And I was like, I had no idea. I have a Cambodian member, this was amazing. And so
I had heard him talk about it before, but it's by far my favorite episode because he grew up
Buddhist in Cambodia. And he remembers in the 1970s walking literally through a minefield to
get to America. And I was like and they would see dead bodies from people that I had stepped
on mine so you had to be guided through because some people knew they were hungry. The
eel? They ate it. And I was like, oh, I wonder what that tastes like. It tastes like eel. But the
amazing things in your ward that you don't know from living people are just like, and that's why
Kurt, so I have to thank you. See, I am doing it, right? You see that? The word podcast was
great. It's been so much fun to get to know my word members and when we tell each other's
story, it creates unity. You're drawn to people. You can hear their story. Yeah. And I always tell
people I go, you're not going to you're not going to top brother eve, but this is an amazing story.
Nice. And then he talks about his conversion and everything like that. It's really, really cool. Do
you do anything with, I think, doesn't have Xavier supposed to have like some type of family
history plan that the word council approves or something. Is that? You know, I never go to those
meetings. The bishop and his wife, so the funniest thing in most wards I would be like the cool
guy, but Jana, she majored. Yeah. And you need to have her on, by the way. Oh, okay. I have to
do more family history. This is not just a one off Kurt. You've got a repent. We got to get
Marianne Clements another one. I called you out on her. I know it. All right, line them up. So
anyway, there's so much you can do. You can do living histories. You can do the census work.
You can do indexing. We had one ward member and he's like, you know, I'm not really into all
that stuff, but what I like to do is I like to add photos to family search. And so all he does is he
finds like old family photos, and he uploads them. Do what you want to do. You don't have to,
you know, we've had, we've had a Russian member in our ward, and so it's really hard to do his
journey.

00:35:06 - 00:40:01

I already mentioned the Cambodian. We found a name. Nice. That's my claim to fame as we
found a name because he's like, what do you know? He's like, well, here's my uncle, and the



work hadn't been done. So, oh nice. So he got to do that. But he might even be Ukrainian. I'm
not sure. I think he's on the border. He came from the border of Russia and Ukraine. We signed
human name. And so some of those you just get lucky and what they remember something and
it helps and you type in family search. And so just do the font stuff. If you like to do pictures, if
you like to do interviews, interview yourself, interview your family. Your uncle's ants. And I think
the tough part, but the easy part is that a lot of members, maybe they like to do the pitcher stuff,
but they don't even know they don't even have an account with family family search yet, or, you
know, so a big part of that is just sort of getting them through those little hurdles of like, well, let's
download the app, and let's just play around with it for a while. You know, you're not going to
break anything. Here we go. I mean, one of the nice things is I'm one of those weird people that
actually like three hour church. Even we need a support group. I was hoping for four hours. But
back when we had three hour church, we actually had a Sunday school class for family history.
And it was literally like, and it was not like, here's why you need to do family history at the
commandment. Like, we would be like, bring your computer, bring your tablet, let's log in. And I
remember how painful sometimes it would take like the whole period just to get somebody
because they'd logged in or they created a can they forgot their password. Sometimes I would
take the whole hour, just getting a person logged in. But then we would keep doing it and they'd
come back and then they were like, hey, I found some names. And so on that everybody is
computer savvy. And especially some of the older people in the ward, just getting them logged
in was that was an accomplishment. But the church has so much out there, you know, for those
who want to geek out on it like me. I'm really good with ancestry dot com. On ancestry dot com,
this was one of my cool finds because my dad was a convert. We didn't know much about, I
mean, my dad drew up on the other side of the tracks. Okay. He actually, when he was a
teenager, he got arrested. And the judge told him, you can either go to jail or you can join the
military. And so at age 17, my dad forged his dad's signature. And joined the air force at 17. And
so he does not talk about his family very much. He has a cousin who's not a Mormon, not a
member of the church. And he contacted me out of the blue and said, how do you know Irene
ralston? And I was like, I don't even know who that is. So then I realized that it was my
grandma. The reason I didn't know who she was was because it was my dad's mom, she had
died in the 70s, I never I never met her. I never met her. So her name just didn't ring a bell to
me. And then I said, oh, that's my grandma. And then this guy said, I'm your dad's cousin. I
haven't seen him since he was 15. Oh my goodness. So my dad was kind of one of those guys.
He joined the air force, he joined the church while he was in the air force, met a Hawaiian
member and she got him introduced to the church. He didn't marry her. He married my mom.
You're definitely not halfway. But so he kind of like, and because I mentioned to my dad's
cousin, I was like, we don't know anything about my dad because he doesn't want to talk about
it. And he was like, well, we were depression area kids, you know, we did everything we could to
get in trouble, you know, and so I can understand my dad grew up in New Jersey. I only met his
dad twice, I think, before he died. And so he was like, that was when I was a juvenile delinquent.
I don't want to talk about it. And so it's tricky. It's really tricky, but my dad's cousin has come up
with newspaper articles and because I've had some questions about we had a suicide, my dad's
sister, she died by suicide. And so I had some questions about it. And he was like, well, I was at
the funeral. This is what happened. This is who was there. And I was like, wow, you know, so it's



really been nice. And I need to get back in touch with him now. He lives in Ohio. But he's
amazing, and he's done a lot of Irish research.
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And so we were part of the people part of the Irish that came during the potato famine. And like I
never knew that. Yeah, yeah. So you start like digging in. Ancestry dot com that not only did my
I have a couple of great uncles or great great uncles when something like that that served in the
Civil War from Pennsylvania. So they were on the good side. The opening side, thank you. And
so I'm like, so I have Civil War ancestors that fought on the north. And then I found a draft
record for my great great whatever grandpa that he signed up at age 17 for the Revolutionary
War. I found his draft card, and I was like, I had no idea that I have Revolutionary War, and he
was 17. He was like 9 months before the war ended, and I was like, wow, like if you're gonna
join the war, join it right before it ends. That's a good time to join, you know? So this is like, I
love the enthusiasm I feel, because this typical happened, if I have a family history lesson, and
then random people are talking about random people in there in their history and this exciting,
but sometimes in a group setting is sort of like the point, the reason I bring this up is because
you have those kinds of people that you don't know about. Right. And so exciting when you find
these things. I had no idea that I have revolutionary and Civil War ancestors who fought for our
nation. I think that's cool. Yeah. This is part of my repentance, right? And that's to me is like
when I hear of my father's stories, I guess it's just history that's closer to me is what sort of
makes my heart come alive a little bit rather than way back this person and maybe there's a
picture of him. Well, and I don't mean to sound a little bit morbid. I have an ant Gertrude. And
that's kind of an unusual name. But I found a death record for the woman she was named after,
who's also named Gertrude. And she was 19 years old and died in a sledding accident. And I
was like, you've got to be kidding me. I found another death record. How I wish I could
remember who that was. This is another kind of morbid thing, but to me, it's kind of fascinating
too. Died in a midair plane explosion. Holy cow. And I was just like, wow. Wow. So you find the
morbid history. Did morbid history? That excites some people. Wow. Yeah. I don't know. I like
that stuff. I'm making notes here. The things I'm learning. So I love that I love the advice of, you
know, in a word, if you're trying to get some excitement behind family history, maybe you could
play starters find the computer guy. I love that tip. Right. It's another way if you're really having a
hard time connecting with your in laws, like dig into their family history. You don't have to sit
down and try and like your father. I haven't even told you about their side. But I love that. It
connecting if you're struggling with connecting with maybe parts of your family, this will do it.
And then, and then get people excited about finding these stories. It's all the stories not
necessarily just the simple process of taking a name to the temple, which is exciting in its own
right. But even another thing, if you want to help people, there's a website called find a grave dot
com. It's free. And it literally is people going to graveyards and just taking pictures of the heads
up. Putting it on. And putting it online. And that's really cool, because you can get birth dates,
death dates. A lot of times on gravestones, they will have children's names that you weren't



aware of. One of the easiest things to do is to, if you're especially, let's say you have a goal that
you want to find a temple name. Go back two or three generations and then go forward onto
their children and their children's children because that's where a lot of times you can find
names. Yeah, you don't need to be shocked. And so those are cousins. I got an email once
again from a non Mormon cousin, and she worked for Disney. And animation, and I was like,
wow, that's really cool. Yeah. I'm not an artist at all. But my brother was really good. And so, you
know, we've got some artisan here that are worked for Disney. Like, that's cool, you know?
Yeah, yeah. Yeah. And so. And that's the other thing I want to mention is there are these simple
apps or simple activities you can do through establish apps like so when you're in a big group of
people and it could even be your elders quorum and really study to get the room to download is
it finding it find a relative find a relative.
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And then it shows you like, oh, you're my 8th cousin, right? And it's interesting how close you
can find some people, just randomly. And I'm sorry to digress. But you are those of gospel
tangents. I went to a, I was at the firm foundation conference. There was a polygamist that I
knew that was sitting next to me. And I always joke about all of the people in the restoration are
my Mormon cousins. Yeah. And I use that term. I'm sorry if you could offend it, but and so he
was the weird thing is because she's a fundamentalist. And she was like, well, I wonder if we
were really our cousins, and we were like 9th cousins. No idea. Yeah. And it wasn't through my
wife's side where there is polygamy. It was through my side, where there's no polygon here.
Interesting. We were related. It was bizarre to me. And I was like, wow, so you really are my
cousin. Yeah. Are there other apps like that'll show you something about when your family came
here? I don't know. These simple apps where you could, in a group of people, you could just do
the activity. It's like a 5 minute thing. But it engages people, and you can, as a family history,
consultant, and you can begin to find those who, wow, you seemed really excited about that
activity. Would you like to learn more? And you know what else is that I haven't mentioned. I
know in Lehi, there's probably one here in tuilla, I'm not sure Lehi family search center. I'll just
say that one because I know I've been to that one. Like they have amazing stuff for free. They
will give you a tablet and then you can say, who am I related to? And you'll find out you're
related to Richard Nixon and Barack Obama. And everything. Because even somebody
because I'm always one of those people that I'm like, you know, I'm not related to any famous
church history people. But there are links to I wish I could remember. I don't have anything that
Joseph Smith, but maybe I do, but it's really, really super distant. But like they have this
multimedia stuff. And if you're worried about wanting to record your personal history, they have
little booths that you can go into and they even have say here ask the person this question and
they will film you recording the audio. You can take your family scrapbooks, they have scanners
and you can scan them in, and we've done that. Make them digital. What happened in the world
when you were born? They have all these really cool. We've done a lot of activities in our ward
with the youth to the family history center. Like I said, there's one Lee high, there's one Salt



Lake. They're kind of all over the place. I think there's one in harriman. I remember. And you
don't have to drive far and even outside of Utah. But a lot of I actually went to we haven't even
talked about roots tech. Oh, Blake, here we go. Roots tech in February March. It's like the
conference of all family history. The church puts on. Yeah. So the weird thing is before COVID,
they would always have a free day. And I think they still do. It's usually a Saturday where you
can just go for free, and you can, some of the things you have to pay for, but the free stuff is just
amazing. And I was like, oh, I want to rent this special scanner. So I can scan in all my
photographs. And it was like a $100 a day or something. And it was ridiculously expensive. Well,
I wish I had known that if you go to the family history center, they have the same exact same
thing that I ordered and spent a $100 a day for. For free. Yeah. And I should have done that. So
anyway, the family's history centers. And if you want to get help, oh my gosh, that's the place to
go. So how would you get like any advice on getting word members to the family history library?
Because again, you're trying to draw, there's going to be those people who are like me who are
just aren't interested and you can just ignore them for a bit. But find those who just need a
starting place and get them there. That's nice. My bishop is super cool. Super cool. You have to
say that because we're recording it. I just get it. But we actually, we scheduled a thing at the
family history center where we had the sacrament meeting, and then we canceled Sunday
school priesthood. And we went to family history center for Sunday school. And it was in your
building, or no, it was at the one in Lehigh by Thanksgiving point. So we drove over there. We
met for really a couple hours. It was planned for an hour, but you could stay if you wanted to. I
like that. Well, now the because I know with COVID, the bit must have been before COVID.
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But now with COVID, they're opening back up on Sundays, and so we could do that again. And
so, and you know, especially because if you want to get people excited, go to the family history
center because there's so much there. There is so much there and it's all multimedia and the
like they literally give you tablets where you can log in and then you walk over this thing and you
can find out they've got a map of where all your ancestors came from. It's amazing. Yeah.
Awesome. Do you have anybody else that works like any other people called as consultants that
you work with the idea of a team of people in your world? Oh, yeah, we actually, this is kind of
funny. Our bishop said, I want you to meet for 15 minutes every Sunday. Just to cover things. So
we literally have a 15 minute meeting. We do it over Zoom. I think we started during COVID, but
we just kept going. And my church is 11, we usually meet about 9 30, so you have time to get
your kids ready, whatever. And it's usually the four or 5 of us that meet. Jana is amazing
because well, one of the cool things, this is a great idea for bishops out there. All right. That's
why we're here for. So a lot of times he will call youth consultants because they're always good
with computers, right? And so Jana has taken one of the nice things about family history, do
what you want to do. And Jana is like, I want to be in charge of the youth consultants. Oh, nice.
And so she meets with him once a month. They do indexing, or they upload pictures. Like, you
call a handful as they're calling in the war. Yeah, they usually they're about 14. Usually it seems



like it's the 14 year olds, the bishop gives them an official calling. You sustain them in church,
just like a regular college. And they are youth consultants. And Jana works with them and they
will, you know, and then they'll say, hey, why don't you go to young women and talk about family
history or why don't you go to young men and talk about family history? These are all these
family history moles. One of the nice things before Jana was our previous bishop, they had
called her to be in the young women's presidency. So she was like, hey, every probably at least
every 6 months or four months sometimes, the young women would have a family history.
Lessons. And I was invited to that or whatever. And I don't think we've had that with the young
men, but yeah, it's so nice, especially to get something like that. We have for Valentine's Day.
Hope this is up for Valentine's Day. Yes. Our Valentine's party is going to be about family history,
like love your family. And so we're already planning now. Like are you doing a party or what?
We're doing a party. We had last year we had a, it was a Saint Patrick's Day party. And I didn't
realize how Irish I was. I have to show you a picture. I've got this like leprechaun suit on. And if
you don't know, I'm 6 foot four, so I'm the largest away from leprechaun. You can be. I had a
green hat. I dressed in this leprechaun outfit because they said you were supposed to dress like
one of your ancestors. Well you got to know where your ancestors came from in order to do
that. We had some Russian dress. We had, I was Irish. And this is a Valentine's Day thing? This
was the Saint Patrick's Day. Oh, gotcha. We haven't decided what we're doing for Valentine's
yet. But it's something. But nonetheless, every year you sort of have a family history focused
word activity. Exactly. Yeah. Yeah, and so that can be a lot of fun. Bring a lot of times for the
young women, especially, I don't think the young men would do this because we don't cook. But
they would say, bring a dish that is like from your family history, like Swedish rolls or, you know,
whatever, Brazilian, we've had some Brazilian food, which is really good. Yeah. So it's fun
because you get all these international. When we have some international people in our world,
so it's fun to taste really weird food, so. Yeah. Anything with as far as the reason we have such a
deep belief in family history is obviously connected to the temple. So is there any push or thing
you do in order to get people actually get names to take to the temple? Oh yeah, we were doing
that. Our stake, I think, had a really big push to take names from the temple. And we one year,
we were like the second in the church for submitting temple names. So why not number one,
right? Come on. I'm picking up here. Somebody to be able to somehow somebody had a Jan
and a Rick in their word that we'd better, but yeah, so you mentioned that it was a temple
worker.
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So a lot of the times because we've got Saratoga Springs opening up. And so I'm always
asking, when sir to the springs can open up because we're going to lose a thousand. Will that
be your temple? That would be my tongue. Yeah. They have an announced boundaries we're
pretty sure it's going to be I 15. Yeah. That seems like a reasonable boundary. So if you're east
of I 15, you're probably going to stay in temp and if you're west, you're probably going to go to
stereotype. But Saratoga tympan August is going to lose a thousand temple workers to



Saratoga. So Tim Duncan is going to focus on and Sarah toga is just almost the same size as
timpanogos. So we're going to need 2000 more temple workers. And so there's going to be a lot
of people in Lehi, Saratoga spring, the eagle mountain, that area that are going to have to be
called the temple workers. And so I'm always trying to get updates, you know, we've got a new
temple president, he called. So it's moving along. Let's move along. What we hear, therefore a
while, we heard that the carpet was stuck on a ship out in the Atlantic Ocean, because you
remember all the problems there. But it sounds like it's basically done, we've got so many
temples that need to be dedicated. I think we're number 12. It's got to line up the apostles. And
so I think latest rumor is probably spring will have an open house, and so I'm curious as a
temple worker if we're going to have to if they're going to ask us to be volunteers. I remember
when the Ogden temple remodel happened, my old high school basketball coach was one of
the volunteers that were helping people through the open house. And so I've always wondered if
that's going to be something we're going to be asking. I don't know. Or if you just probably don't
have to be a temple worker to do that. And one thing I did want to mention with temple names is
my family's done and award can do it as well as we, you know, through family search we have
this group where we're going to the temple, I can log on, go to the group. I can find a male name
that needs an endowment done. And print it out in a way. That's definitely the bottleneck. Yeah.
Exactly. Get them done, right? But a word can do that, right? So that there may be somebody in
the word who's doing all sorts of family history has too many names, and someone else who
isn't that, but wants to go to the temple, you can take one of those names. Or for example, we
have a woman in our ward. Her husband passed away. So she has nobody that can do male
names. And I've got all these female names that my wife can not possibly do. So I'm like Tina
here. We'll do a trade. I'll take the males, you take the females. And so you can definitely and
then, yeah, like you said, ward, baptisms, our war has made it a goal that no, even if the kid
doesn't have a name that somebody in the world has a name that they can do. And there's a
way to formalize that and make it an organize it, so it's really easy to get that right. I remember
we went to the Draper temple because I think temp was closed. And we were the largest group
that they had since COVID. And every one of them had it had a family name. Somebody in the
ward. So yeah, that's a great idea. Yeah. What else? So any other hot tips for family history
consults? Again, what I'm getting from this is I don't have to stare at a bunch of senses records
in order to do family history. And you just have to get the ward there to show them that. There's
so much you could do. Yeah, and I mean, I could talk about ancestry. I could talk about my
heritage a little bit. I know those are a little bit better. Like I said, those are both free, especially if
you get stuck on certain things. The weirdest thing, you know, family search has a privacy thing
where they try not to give you the names of living people, you know? Sometimes it's funny
because I'll get on my brother, this is not funny. He passed away back in 2006 in car accident.
But a lot of times, I will get all these emails from my heritage. Hey, we found this record for Ryan
Bennett. And I was where he lived or a photo of his grave or whatever. And so, you know, even
people that are close to you, you can still do work for you. You can add pictures. You can add
update things and make it easier for somebody down the line. And so my heritage is really
good. A lot of times people will load like funeral programs, but you go to a funeral, take a picture
or scan it in and then upload it, and then that will help other people to be like, oh, because a lot
of times the list of children and you can still load that up on family search, but they try to avoid
hints for people that are living.
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I say, yeah. But you can see that. And then, you know, sometimes you can contact people and
say, hey, I had a woman once again, not a member of the church. Contact me and she's like, I
think you messed up on this marriage here. I don't think. And she was like, can you and she was
like a DNA expert? And I am not. I need DNA is complicated. But it's still fun just to find out what
your ancestry are more Irish than I expected. But then I had another friend, Marianne Clements.
We need to have on. And I was like, hey, so I got this thing. I've got this conflict. Can you
because she's getting a certificate? And she wants to become a professional genealogist. And
so she wrote like this 20 page memo and was like, yeah, this person that contacted you was
right. You need to fix this. Wow. And so it's cool when you get things like that, but people are
things that you made a mistake and let's be accurate. You know, I have some grandparents.
Remember my dad's not a member of the church. They have newspaper records where they
both the mother and the father were arrested. For it was a union, there was a union
disturbances back in like the 20s or 30s when unions were really big that they were arrested for
throwing bricks through a window and hitting some guy. Outlaws in here. My grandma did that.
Are you kidding me? And it was like my grandma, it wasn't that far back. And I was just like, holy
cow, I mean, you know, some people don't want to know about that, but I'm all about scandal.
These things. Takes us back to your podcast. That's awesome. Well, I think this is good. This is
a good starting spot for the many other episodes and interviews. I'm going to do right. I'm going
to marry you. All right. Line them up here. We'll get it done. But to me, I just love how it can
bring, it can bring fun to the award. It doesn't have to be a boring thing and it can be a relative
that you mentioned, that can be one of the funnest word activities because you'll be shocked at
how many people are. Sometimes as close as fourth cousins, but you had no idea. Yeah. I don't
think I found any other. Unless you knew about him. Oh, my wife. First cousins of spouses
coming. Anyways. Well, the people want more Rick Bennett and you're awesome podcast
again. Let's plug it here. Solid so people know where to go. And of course, we'll link to and
whatnot. So gospel tangents dot com or YouTube dot com slash gospel tangents or Patreon dot
com slash SciShow tangents. Keep it going. Keep it going. All right, I typically ask a specific
question at the end of this and I'm going to tweak it a little bit for you. Usually ask, how is being
a leader helped you become a better follower of Jesus Christ? But I so much respect the work
that you do with your podcast and just the ways that you help me understand and be aware of a
lot of the nuances and church history. So how has being the host of the gospel tangents podcast
helped you become a better follower of Jesus Christ? You know, it's so much fun, some people
don't like to know about the weeds and if you don't want to know about the weeds or church
history, you probably shouldn't lose them to my podcast. But it's so amazing to hear testimonies
from believers and it touches me to see how strong their testimonies are of Jesus Christ. And
that strengthens me to hear these testimonies. And not every one of my podcast is a testimony
builder. A lot of them, a lot of people would be like, yeah, yeah. They can skip those. If you're
super orthodox, my podcast probably isn't for you. But if you like learning about that stuff, I just
think you can grow, you can grow closer. Daniel Peterson has said, you know, the mountain



Meadows massacre is probably the worst chapter in Mormon history. He's a BYU professor, and
he said you can still come out with a testimony, and then that can be taught in a way that can be
a testimony builder. And I believe that, you know, Brian Hales and other guy, he talks about
polygamy, the biggest can of worms that you can talk about. But he's just like, get in, dig in, find
out everything you can. And so it doesn't all have to be negative. I'm not scared of our past. I
love learning my latest book, the book I'm reading now, BYU professor named trevin hatch
called a stranger in Jerusalem.
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I didn't know that Goliath is like the same size as me. Oh yeah. That was in the book. I was like,
I love learning something like that. And that Jesus was known as small in stature, with the
average Jew in Jesus day, according to travin hatch, be all you professor. I guess he works in
the Hera Billy library, but anyway, it works. Was like 5 5. Oh, wow. And if Jesus was small and
stature, he was probably 5 two. And I was like, are you kidding me? Yeah. Well, no wonder
Goliath was my size. Yeah, yeah, exactly. I mean, I'm 6 four. There's some things in there that
said that Goliath might have been about 6 and a half feet tall. Wow. So anyway, I mean, I just I
geek out on stuff like that and learning little things like that. You know, we got Christmas coming
up. I always love to talk about Christmas and what are the, what are the misconceptions of
Christmas, you know? We always see Mary on a donkey. There's no donkey in the gospel story.
Yeah, right? You don't know how she got there. But, you know, so I just love learning about
things. And it just builds my testimony, you know, learning, learning the challenges that my
ancestors went through, whether personally related to me or my church ancestors, you know,
Joseph Smith Brigham young. To me, those are testimony builders. And that concludes this how
I lead interview. I hope you enjoyed it and I would ask you, could you take a minute and drop
this link in an email on social media in a text, wherever it makes the most sense and share it
with somebody who could relate to this experience and this is how we, how we develop as
leaders, just hearing what the other guys doing, trying some things out, testing, adjusting, for
your area, and that's where great leadership is discovered, right? So we would love to have you
share this with somebody in this calling or a related calling, and that would be great. And also, if
you know of somebody, any type of leader who would be a fantastic guest on how I lead
segment reach out to us, go to leading saints dot org slash contact, maybe send this individual
an email, letting them know that you're going to be suggesting their name for this interview. We'll
reach out to them and see if we can line them up. So again, go to leading saints dot org slash
contact, and there you can submit all the information and let us know. And maybe they will be
on a feature how I lead segment on the leading saints podcast. Remember to access the
questioning saints library for 14 days, visit leading saints dot org slash 14. It came as a result of
a position of leadership, which was imposed upon us by the God of heaven who brought forth a
restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and when the declaration was made, concerning the
old and only true and living church upon the face of the earth. We were immediately put in a



position of loneliness. The loneliness of leadership from which we can not shrink nor run away.
And to which we must face up with boldness and courage and ability


